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n Sept. 29-Oct. 2 — Advanced Invention to 
Venture
Advanced Invention to Venture is a unique opportunity 
for your startup to set aside a few days and conduct 
critical and strategic thinking about your venture. AI2V 
is targeted to those committed to starting a company 
around their technology. 
Time: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Location: Bailey Alumni Center at UALR
For more information, call (800) 862-2040 or (501) 
683-7700

n Oct. 2-3 — Private Equity Round Table - 
UAMS BioVentures
This tech expo brings together a select group of risk 
capital investors and entrepreneurs from the Midwest 
and South to look at new companies and technologies in 
life sciences, nanotechnologies and medical devices. 
Location: Little Rock Regional Chamber of Commerce
For more information, call (501) 686-6696

n Oct. 3 — UCA’s Strategic Growth Institute to 
Host Shale Summit
This seminar will provide an update on the production 
and economic significance of the Fayetteville Shale 
drilling operations. 
Location: Brewer Hegeman Conference Center, UCA
For more information, call (501) 450-5372

n Oct. 10 — Fayetteville Sustainability Summit 
Location: Fayetteville Town Center
Fee: Free (registration required)
For more information, call (479) 575-8272

n Oct. 15-16 — Arkansas Works 2008: The 
Governor’s Summit on Education & Economic 
Development
Location: Statehouse Convention Center
For more information, call (501) 372-2222

n Oct. 22 — “Commerce Arkansas: A 
Knowledge & Networking Experience”
The Little Rock Regional Chamber of Commerce and 
Arkansas Business have partnered to present a business-
to-business showcase, focusing on a target audience of 
business and organization owners, executives and CEOs 
from across the state.
Time: 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Location: Statehouse Convention Center
Fee: Free to those who register online prior to Oct. 22, 
$20 the day of the event
For more information, call (501) 377-6007

For more information about these and other Innovate 
Arkansas events, visit InnovateArkansas.org.

 Innovation Events

With advances in radio-
frequency identification, people 
can track just about anything 

these days — even turtles.
While many are familiar with the 

potential of RFID in supply chain 
management through its promotion 
by giant companies like Wal-Mart 
Stores Inc., there is another company 
in Bentonville that is taking RFID, 
along with other tracking solutions, to 
new and innovative levels.

Ken Trussell, 46, started Bentonville 
International Group Inc. in early 2007 
and has been in the technology indus-
try for more than 20 years.

“We think way outside of the box,” 
said Trussell, president and CEO of 
the company. “We’re doing the things 
that people don’t typically think of as 
RFID applications.”

For example, BIG began working 
with the United States Geological 
Survey in Henderson, Nev., last fall on 
an active/passive RFID-enabled track-
ing system to track and study the 
Mojave Desert tortoise.

Todd Esque, research ecologist for 
USGS, said the agency has made a 
“fairly large investment” in the study 
of the tortoises because they are an 
endangered species.

“Urban growth is very fast … and 
the tortoises are in the middle of that 

growth,” Esque said. “One of the big-
gest questions we have about those ani-
mals is what goes on from the time they 
hatch from an egg until they lay eggs of 
their own. The problem is that there 

is no technology designed currently to 
do that. Our task was to use the RFID 
technology that BIG Inc. works with to 
adapt it to our problem.”

He said the agency and BIG are 
in the middle of the project and are 
currently field-testing the prototype 
technology.

Remote passive transponders that 
are about the size of half-dollar coins 
are being used on baby tortoises because 
the transponders are smaller and don’t 
require batteries. Active transponders 
are typically used on adult turtles. 

“These guys have also adapted it so 
that we can potentially use the active 
transponders on the little guys as well. 
We need to put something on them 
that won’t impair their movement, so 
they can act naturally.

“They’re putting prototypes on the 
table for us on a fairly regular basis. 
We’re seeing stuff that nobody else has 
seen, and we’re getting to try it out.”

BIG also has worked on a project 
with AT&T Inc. William Hurst is a 
mobile solutions architect for a division 
of Dallas-based AT&T called Emerging 
Technologies. Hurst, based in northwest 
Arkansas, previously had worked with 
Trussell, who is from the Dallas/Fort 
Worth area, on other RFID projects.

In addition to using RFID technol-
ogy for mobile commuting, AT&T 
began looking at designing an RFID 
starter kit. 

“BIG packaged that up into a nice 
bundled solution to make AT&T’s 
RFID starter kit available for any of 
our customers looking at deploying 
RFID,” Hurst said.

Trussell said BIG also offers RFID 
applications like supply chain manage-
ment. It also uses GPS, GPRS (General 
Packet Radio Service), mesh network-
ing, video surveillance, supporting 
network infrastructures and other vis-
ibility technologies to track assets.   n
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Arkansas’ tech- and knowledge-based ventures

Bentonville International Group CTO 
Brent Slaughter works with the United 
States Geological Survey in Henderson, 
Nev., on an RFID tracking system to 
enable the USGS to track and study life 
history dynamics and population trends 
of the Mojave Desert tortoise.

Get more innovation tools, news and resources at 
InnovateArkansas.org, a program of the Arkansas 
Economic Development Commission and Winrock Inter-
national in partnership with ArkansasBusiness.com. 

Become a client
Clients get help on developing business plans, finding a 
market, getting funding and much more.

Access databases for your startup
Search Arkansas’ intellectual property lawyers, 
sources of venture capital, university research programs, 
IT services companies and more.

Get news on Arkansas innovation
Keep up with the latest advancements. Get news 
articles and research papers on innovation in Arkansas.

Join the conversation
Our INOV8 blog tracks innovation trends from across the 
country. Learn more and share your ideas in comments.

Connect
Sign up for our Innovate Arkansas e-newsletter, 
coming soon!

Bentonville Company Has BIG Ideas 

New Patents in Arkansas
Description	 Inventor	 Assignee	 Patent No.	 Date Awarded

Source: U.S. Patent and Trademark Office

Method and system for collecting bank 
account information from an individual and 
authenticating the individual prior to allow-
ing the bank account to receive an elec-
tronic fund transfer
Moving image for the display screen of a 
wireless communication device	
Method for forming a breast prothesis 

Method for use with an optical aligner 
system for positioning a fixture relative to 
a vehicle 
Mechanism for delatching small size plug 
connectors 	
Saw toothed merging conveyor and method	

Systems and methods for processing waste 
materials  	
Bumper hitch wobble reduction device
Process for producing a liquid fuel com-
position
Pipe mounting apparatus and method of use

Richard James Morrison of Little Rock, Ark.; Brett Lawrence 
Hacker of Alexander, Ark.; Alan Keith Gardner of Little Rock, 
Ark.; Teresa Simmons Wheeler of Maumelle, Ark.; Gennifer-
Rebekka Jackson of Little Rock, Ark.; and Beryl Eugene 
Jones of Little Rock, Ark.	
Scott Edward Moody of Little Rock, Ark.	

L. Daniel Eaton of Little Rock, Ark.

George M. Gill of Vilonia, Ark.; David A. Jackson of Point 
Roberts, Wash.; Steve L. Glickman of Los Gatos, Calif.; and 
Stephen K. Rigsby of Conway, Ark.
Brian Keith Lloyd of Maumelle, Ark. and Cleaver Brinkerhoff 
of Park ridge, Ill.
Boyce Dean Bonham and Paul Dewayne Wallace, both of 
Bono, Ark.
John P. Whitney of Little Rock, Ark. and Carl V. Wikstrom of 
Benton, Ark.	
Gary W. Devlin of Sherwood, Ark.
John P. Whitney of Little Rock, Ark.

Michael Raymond Bruck of Morrilton, Ark. and Patrick 
Stuart Mullins of Russellville, Ark.

Remettra Inc. of Little Rock, Ark.

Alltel Communications Inc. of Little 
Rock, Ark.
Board of Trustees of the University of 
Arkansas, Little Rock, Ark.
Snap-On Inc. of Kenosha, Wis.	

Molex Inc. of Lisle, Ill.	

Hytrol Conveyor Co. Inc. of Jonesboro, 
Ark.
Rineco Chemical Industries Inc. of 
Benton, Ark.
N/A
Rineco Chemical Industries Inc. of 
Benton, Ark.
Intencity Lighting Inc. of Dardanelle, Ark.
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