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soaked in paint thinner. 
Daven, pronounced “Day-

ven,” teaches combat jujitsu, an 
extreme martial art that nor-
mally involves the use of weap-
ons. He wasn’t armed when the 
two men — including 6-foot-4-
inch, 296-pound David Newkirk 
— jumped him, but his training 
came in handy.

“I was used to more than one 
opponent at a time, and it kept 
me in a straight head,” Daven 
said last week. “I did not get 
excited and lose my head.”

While fighting off his attack-
ers, Daven, then 58, yelled for his 
stepson, Tommy Mehlin, who 
was inside the house with his 
mother, Patricia Daven. After 
Mehlin yelled out a window 
that he had a gun, one of the 
attackers got off Jim and walked 
toward the house, raising a 9 
mm handgun as he got close to 
the window. Mehlin fired one 
round blindly out the window as 
he ducked down below the sill.

He didn’t know it immediate-
ly, but Mehlin had killed Jeffrey 
Justin “J.C.” Chapman with a 
bullet that entered his left eye.

When the shooting started, 
Newkirk ran into nearby woods. 
Jim Daven retrieved his own 
.45-caliber pistol from his pick-
up, and he and Mehlin fired 
repeatedly after the giant man 
in gray coveralls. 

Investigators from the 
Conway County Sheriff’s Office 
arrived promptly and called 
in help from the Arkansas 
State Police. As Special Agent 
Larry Carter was driving to the 
Daven house, he spotted a large 
white male walking down Bell 
Mountain Road. The nervous 
man identified himself as David 

Newkirk, and Carter called for a 
sheriff’s deputy, who came and 
got Newkirk and took him back 
to the scene of the shooting. 
Daven identified the man as the 
attacker who ran, and Newkirk 
promptly confessed his involve-
ment to Sheriff Mike Smith. 

By 9 a.m., one attacker was 
dead, one was on his way to the 
Conway County jail, and inves-
tigators had a real good idea 
who was responsible: Jonathan 
Edward Brawner.

Brawner’s Background
Jon Brawner was born in 

June 1968 and graduated from 
Wynne High School in 1986. He 
filed for bankruptcy in Joneboro 
before he was 30.

Daven said he first met the 
charismatic Brawner more than 
a decade ago at a social event, 
and Brawner chatted him up 
about wanting to get into the 
securities business.

Daven encouraged the 
younger man to get licensed 
and, according to records 
of the Financial Industry 
Regulatory Authority, Brawner 
landed a trainee position at 
Merrill Lynch in Little Rock in 
September 2001. That job lasted 
only until February 2002, and 
he was hired by Morgan Stanley 
in Little Rock in June 2002.

While employed by Morgan 
Stanley, Brawner passed the 
Series 31 Futures Managed 
Funds Exam and the Series 66 
State Securities Law Exam. He 
left Morgan Stanley in July 2003 
to join Daven & Associates Inc., 
a tiny registered investment 
advisory ($800,000 in assets 
under management) that Jim 
Daven operated as a side busi-
ness until last year.

About 2005, Brawner mar-
ried a speech pathologist who 
had treated his children from 
an earlier marriage. Renea 
Brawner is the daughter of Rick 
and Linda Keathley Hawkins of 
Conway and the granddaughter 
of Adell Keathley and her late 
husband, Roy O. Keathley. 

Brawner left Daven’s em-
ployment in November 2005 
for a stint at Edward Jones in 
Conway. That lasted only about 
six months, but it was an event-
ful period. The Brawners were 
behind on the payments on 
their Vilonia house — technical-
ly, Renea had bought the house 
with her previous husband, 
Michael Young — and Regions 
Bank had scheduled a foreclo-
sure sale on May 22, 2006.

The Brawners would later 
deny knowing that their house 
was the subject of a nonjudicial 
foreclosure; instead, they said 
they were planning to sell it to 
an acquaintance of Jon’s named 
Ben Eagles on May 19.

But neither sale happened. 
Instead, on May 18, 2006, the 
house burned. 

Allstate Indemnity Co. 
denied the Brawner’s claim 
because its investigators con-
cluded that the fire was arson, 
that the Brawners were respon-
sible for the fire and that they 
had made material misrepre-
sentations to the company.

The Brawners sued, and a 
federal court jury returned a 
split decision: No, the Brawners 
weren’t responsible for the 
arson, but yes, they had lied to 
the insurance company. The 
Brawners were granted a second 
trial, at which Allstate concen-
trated solely on the misrepre-
sentations. The second jury also 
ruled in Allstate’s favor, and so 

did the 8th U.S. Circuit Court 
of Appeals at St. Louis. The 
Brawners received no insurance 
settlement, but neither were 
they charged with any crime.

Jon Brawner went back to 
work for Daven at his commodi-
ties brokerage, Commercial 
Grain Inc. Actually, it’s gener-
ous to say he worked there. He 
was living in Heber Springs, 
Daven said, and seemed to have 
a very hard time making it to 
the office. 

In late 2008, Daven discov-
ered that Brawner had stolen 
company checks and written 
them to himself, pocketing 
about $6,000. Daven called in the 
police, but Brawner “walked,” 
Daven said, by coming up with 
money for restitution.

Shortly after that, about 
six months before the attack, 
Conway police informed Daven 
that Brawner had allegedly 
offered an acquaintance money 
— a mere $1,300 — to kill Daven. 
The acquaintance instead went 
to the police, but no charges 
were filed.

Brawner left the securities 
industry for good, landing a 
job as an explosives technician 
fracking for natural gas for Cudd 
Energy Services in Conway. 

The Right to Remain Silent
David Newkirk, Daven’s 300-

pound attacker, had the right to 
remain silent, but he didn’t. He 
told Conway County investiga-
tors that J.C. Chapman, a co-
worker at Cudd, had approached 
him about doing a job for anoth-
er co-worker, Jon Brawner.

Newkirk said Brawner and 
Chapman had planned the 
attack, and Brawner had prom-
ised to pay off Newkirk’s bills 

if he would help abduct Jim 
Daven. 

J.C. Chapman’s widow, 
Donan, told investigators that 
her husband was expecting to 
be paid at least $1,800 — enough 
to get caught up on their car 
payments — for doing a job for 
a co-worker named Jon. Donan 
Chapman said her husband, 
a Mormon, was considered 
an outcast at work because he 
didn’t drink or smoke, but pay 
cuts at Cudd had left them in 
such financial straits that even 
his wife believed he was capable 
of doing something illegal for 
money. 

According to Newkirk’s 
account, Brawner expected to 
get $3 million from Daven after 
Newkirk and Chapman deliv-
ered him and his pickup to a 
cabin in Van Buren County.

The plan was laid out over 
several weeks, and Daven 
remembered that Chapman, a 
total stranger, had come to his 
house about three weeks before 
the attack and asked questions 
about property for sale nearby.

Newkirk’s wife, Tiffany, 
then 22, had driven him and 
Chapman from their homes in 
Vilonia (Faulkner County) to a 
drop-off spot near the Daven 
house at 4:45 a.m., and they laid 
in wait for almost three hours 
before Daven came out to get in 
his truck. 

Donan Chapman confirmed 
that her husband had set the 
alarm for 4 a.m. that morning, 
but she thought it was because 
he needed to pick up a pump 
from a work site. Mrs. Chapman 
would not be charged with any 
crime.

But Mrs. Newkirk was. By 10 
a.m., she was in custody, found 
sitting in the driver’s seat of her 
husband’s Nissan pickup, which 
was parked at a gas station a few 
miles west on Interstate 40 at 
Plumerville. 

She started talking too, 
and all of the stories led to Jon 
Brawner.

The Other Woman
Late in the afternoon, after 

David Newkirk spilled his guts, 
Sheriff Smith gave him a phone 
and recorded the conversation 
as Newkirk called Brawner. 

Newkirk told Brawner that 
“everything went south,” that 
he’d been hiding in the woods 
all day and that he needed a 
ride. Brawner said he was in 
Little Rock and couldn’t help, 
and Newkirk warned Brawner 
that if he got caught he was 
going to tell the police what 
happened. Which, of course, he 

Brawner:
Led Plan to 
Kidnap Boss
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Jonathan Brawner, 43

Pleaded guilty to 
robbery in the attempted 
kidnapping of Jim Daven 
and claims to have helped 
bury construction execu-
tive John Glasgow. 

David H. Newkirk, 39

Currently serving a 
20-year sentence for the 
failed attempt to kidnap 
Jim Daven, for which he 
was to be paid by ring-
leader Jon Brawner. 

Michelle Sharp, 41

On-again, o� -again 
girlfriend of Jon Brawner, 
pleaded guilty to theft 
for assisting in the failed 
attempt to kidnap Jim 
Daven.

Ti� any Newkirk, 25

Pleaded guilty to   
theft after driving her hus-
band and J.C. Chapman 
to Jim Daven’s home for 
the purpose of kidnapping 
him.  

The Brawner Gang
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Jim Daven, owner of a Conway 
commodities brokerage, in a photo 
taken after he was attacked in July 
2009.  [KTHV-TV, CHANNEL 11]


