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‘Cheers’ To Hall
You might remember a story pub-

lished in these pages back in November
about a certain “Cheers” cast member’s
visit to a North Little Rock manufactur-
ing firm. 

They don’t make barstools at Hall
Manufacturing, so cross Norm off your
list. 

It was John Ratzenberger, more
famously known as Cliff Claven from
the classic NBC sitcom, and he was vis-
iting the industrial mower factory to film
a feature to be shown on his Travel
Channel show “John Ratzenberger’s
Made in America.”

We got word last week from Robert
Hall, president of Hall Manufacturing,
that the segment will air Jan. 31. 

“We were pleasantly surprised to be
selected by the producers of this show,”
Hall said. “We typically have kept a fair-
ly low profile, but I suppose we’ve been
discovered now.”

The show, which is in its third season
on the cable network, features the peo-
ple, places and products behind some of
America’s more interesting manufactur-
ing firms. 

“People tend to ignore some of the
great things that helped make this coun-
try great,” Ratzenberger told Arkansas
Business during his visit Nov. 10. “In
society, manufacturing jobs are often
looked down upon and their work is
deemed as insignificant. We try to high-
light some of the more interesting prod-
ucts made in this country and bring the
focus back to the industrial spirit.”

Viewers can expect to see Hall giving
Ratzenberger a tour and overview of the
plant, along with highlights from a trip
the crew took to the outskirts of town to
show off one of the company’s boom
mowers in action.

No word yet on when the other two
segments filmed in Arkansas that week
— one at Frye Boots in Wynne and the
other at Alliance Rubber in Hot Springs
— will hit the air. 

Paper Por Favor
The Arkansas Democrat-Gazette

plans to start a weekly Spanish-language
newspaper this spring for the northwest
part of the state, according to Paul Smith,
vice president and general manager.

The newspaper will be called Noticias
Hoy Del Noroeste de Arkansas, which
means “today’s news of northwest
Arkansas,” said Jeff Jeffus, a vice presi-
dent with the D-G and publisher of
Fayetteville’s Northwest Arkansas
Times, which is also owned by the D-G.

Though still searching for the right can-
didates, Smith said two full-time staffers
will be hired, a bilingual editor/reporter

and an advertising sales person, in addition
to part-time employees. The employees
will work out of the D-G’s existing facili-
ties in northwest Arkansas.

At least 10,000 copies of the newspa-
per will be printed initially, and it will be
distributed free at various locations in
northwest Arkansas.

Smith said the new publication will
compete directly with two weekly
Spanish-language newspapers in the
regions that are owned by Stephens
Media Group of Little Rock — La
Prensa in Springdale and El Tiempo in
McDonald County, Mo.

Nielsen Numbers
Though we passed along some of

the results from 2005’s final Nielsen
Media Research television ratings
book last week, we thought we’d go
ahead and provide a complete list this
week that includes some of the key
time slots we didn’t get to previously. 

Take note that these don’t include
any specific demos; the numbers listed
indicate broad designated market area
household ratings and shares in each
time slot. Also, KARK-TV, Channel
7, averages Tuesday through Friday
nighttime numbers due to late-running
broadcasts of Monday Night
Football, which will have no bearing
next year as the popular program
switches to ESPN.                           ■

ing attorney-client privilege. 
He also didn’t know if Beach was still

charging the fee.
But a veteran in the Little Rock title

industry said a lot of title companies
stopped charging a documentation fee
years ago because so they didn’t have to
defend their position in court.

It’z Coming
If you believe the hype, It’z gonna be

big.
It’z, a new chain of “family dining

and indoor entertainment” centers, is
planning to bring one of its 50,000-plus-
SF restaurant/video game/amusement
rides/bowling/retail store/party facilities
to the Rogers/Bentonville area sometime
next year, according to company
spokesman Todd Tomlin.

A typical It’z location — and there
aren’t any yet — sounds like it will be
like Chuck E. Cheese on steroids, fea-
turing four themed dining areas with
large projection TVs, flat-screen TVs or
music to listen to while dining.
Combined, the four sections seat more
than 700. 

After eating, children can bowl, play
video games and ride rides.

It’z locations will vary in size from
55,000 to 65,000 SF and employ about
300 workers. Stores have already been
announced for Colorado Springs, Colo.,

and Albuquerque, N.M.
Definitive plans for the Rogers-

Bentonville It’z could be announced in a
“month or two,” Tomlin said. The chain
is now working on lease negotiations
and said the location will be “built to
suit.”

Tomlin said that as yet there are no
plans for an It’z in Little Rock.

Overnight Acquisition
The sale of a Federal Express ground

packaging facility in North Little Rock
delivered a reported $2.6 million trans-
action.

Prip 801 LLC of Los Angeles bought
the 10.9-acre development at 801 Optic
Drive.

The sellers, in a 64/36 split, were
Makor Properties LLC of New York
City and 801 FO LLC of Darien, Conn.■

(Continued From Page 5)

WHISPERS

Correction
The price of the “Arkansas

Personal Income Handbook,” a
publication of the University of
Arkansas at Little Rock’s Institute
for Economic Advancement, is
$15. The price was listed incor-
rectly in the Jan. 9 issue of
Arkansas Business. The price of
the “Arkansas State and County
Economic Data” is $10.

Look for Arkansas Business Publisher Jeff Hankins to be a regular contributor  
to Today’s THV News, providing weekly expert analysis on relevant business,
economic and political news. 

Arkansas Business Publishing Group and Today’s THV — 
Working together to reach more Arkansans than any other media partnership.

Best in the Business

Arkansas Business and Today’s THV
Pictured (l-r): Liz Massey, Andy Pearson, Anne Jansen, Jeff Hankins

Visit Arkansasbusiness.com and Todaysthv.com for the best in news and weather coverage.

Outtakes
BY NATE HINKEL

An Inside Look Into Arkansas Media

Household Ratings
November 2005 Book
Mon.-Fri., 6 a.m. rating/share
KTHV 3.6/31.5
KATV 2.5/22.4
KARK 1.3/11.3
Mon.-Fri., Midday
KTHV 2/7.7
KATV 1.4/6.5
KARK 7/26.3
Mon.-Fri., 5 p.m.
KTHV 5.6/12.9
KATV 13.6/31.3
KARK 7.6/17.6
Mon.-Fri., 6 p.m.
KTHV 8.2/15.5
KATV 15.5/29.1
KARK 6.4/12.1
Mon.-Fri., 9 p.m.
KLRT 3.4/6.3
Mon.-Fri., 10 p.m.
KTHV 11.5/24.9
KATV 11.0/24.8
KARK 6.7/14.8
Sat.-Sun., 10 p.m.
KTHV 8.5/19.8
KATV 11.6/27.3
KARK 5.5/13

Nielsen Media Research
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