
IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT
EASTERN DISTRICT OF ARKANSAS

 WESTERN DIVISION

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA PLAINTIFF

v. NO. 4:13CR00158-01 JLH

MARTHA ANN SHOFFNER      DEFENDANT

ORDER

Court convened for a scheduled change of plea hearing on this date.  Assistant United States

Attorney Jana K. Harris was present for the government.  The defendant appeared in person with

her attorney, Charles A. Banks.  For reasons stated on the record, the plea was not accepted. 

Thereafter, counsel for defendant moved for a continuance of the December 1, 2014 trial date in this

matter.  The government did not oppose the request.  Counsel have been consulted and both are

agreeable to the date proposed.

The Court determined that the interests of justice served by granting the continuance

outweighs the best interests of the public and defendant for a speedy trial in that the issues herein

are such that to deny the motion would deny counsel for defendant the reasonable time necessary

for effective preparation for trial and to develop any and all proper defenses which might be averred

in the defendant’s behalf.

IT IS THEREFORE ORDERED that defendant’s motion for continuance is GRANTED. 

Therefore, this matter is rescheduled for trial to a jury to begin at 9:15 a.m., the week of MONDAY,

FEBRUARY 2, 2015, in Courtroom #4-D, Richard Sheppard Arnold United States Courthouse, in

Little Rock, Arkansas.  Counsel are to be present thirty minutes prior to trial.  Jury instructions

should be electronically submitted to the Court by January 23, 2015, in WordPerfect format to

jlhchambers@ared.uscourts.gov. 
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IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that the delay occasioned by this continuance shall be

excludable under the provisions of the Speedy Trial Act, 18 U.S.C. § 3161(h)(7)(A).

Dated this 10th day of November, 2014.

__________________________________
J. LEON HOLMES
UNITED STATES DISTRICT JUDGE
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