
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Crop Value Losses due to 2014 Flooding in East Central Arkansas 
University of Arkansas, Division of Agriculture, Cooperative Extension Service 

Flooding in East Central Arkansas has caused significant losses in crop value for the 
2014 production year. County agents of the University of Arkansas Cooperative Extension 
Service report flood damage in a ten-county contiguous area consisting of Craighead, Crittenden, 
Cross, Jackson, Lee, Monroe, Poinsett, Prairie, St. Francis, and Woodruff Counties. Value losses 
are due to four circumstances experienced by producers in the affected area. 1) Some acreage is a 
total loss with crops completely destroyed and replanting not possible. 2) Other acreage was 
flood damaged, and the acreage was replanted to the lost crop or another crop. In these cases, the 
value loss entails the cost of replanting and potential decreased yield due to a shortened growing 
season for the late planted crop. 3) Many acres had flood damage that has diminished crop 
development as it continues to grow. Losses due to diminished crop development are difficult to 
determine at this time and will not be quantifiable until harvest. 4) Some county reports indicate 
that flooding occurred at a time that caused growers to cancel plans for planting due to field 
conditions. This is characterized as prevented planting and is not included in this analysis.  

This report includes value losses due to flooded acreage causing a lost crop not replanted 
resulting in idle acreage for the production year, as well as flooded acreage that was replanted to 
the original crop or a substitute crop. Replanting encumbers the farm with additional costs which 
will decrease total crop returns for the production year. Figure 1 shows the ten counties with crop 
value losses due to flooding. There were 210,400 acres affected by either total loss resulting in 
idle acreage for the year or decreased crop value due to replanting. Crop value losses total $35.6 
million for the affected area with $17.6 million categorized as a total loss and $18.0 million due 
to replanting expenses. Some replanted acreage may have required additional land preparation or 
treatments with nutrients or chemicals. Circumstances are highly variable among farms, and this 
analysis does not include these costs. Value losses are $28.4 million for soybeans, $5.6 million 
for rice, $1.5 million for corn and grain sorghum combined, and $0.1 million for wheat.   

Figure 2 presents the geographical distribution of losses for the region. Monroe, Poinsett, 
and Woodruff Counties have the greatest value losses with each having more than $4.5 million in 
losses. Crittenden, Cross, Prairie, and St. Francis Counties each have losses between $1.5 million 
and $4.5 million. Craighead, Jackson, and Lee Counties each have losses of less than $1.5 
million. Farms in the affected areas are subject to additional losses due to diminished yields on 
acreage that survived flooding and was not replanted. County agents in the affected areas are 
quantifying these acreage totals and will assess the extent of diminished yield losses as crops 
reach further stages of development. Data for prevented planted acreage will be available later in 
the production year. 

Reports from county agents indicate the manner in which flooding will impact the 
financial condition of affected farms. Some farms experienced catastrophic losses with most 
farm acreage affected by flooding. These farms had significant acreage in proximity to flooded 
areas such as waterways. In other cases, only a small amount of total farm acreage was affected 
by flooding. Many Arkansas farms consist of geographically dispersed tracts that compose a 
whole farm. Value losses in areas susceptible to flooding will negatively impact total farm 
profitability as commodity prices are decreased in 2014, and producers were already working 
with diminished profit margin potential. Value losses will negatively impact the ability of 



 
 

 

 

 

      
   

 

producers to repay current operating loans, as well as to meet obligations for long-term capital 
debt. With prices projected to remain low, losses due to flooding this year could impact the 
ability of producers to obtain operating loans for the 2015 production year.        
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